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Abstract 

In both the educational and business environments, two trends may be inarguable.  The difference 
between the demand of technology positions as compared to the number of people majoring or 

interested in technology-based careers.  Secondly, the education environment is radically changing in 
several aspects including a high number of undecided majors entering undergraduate institutions as 
well as the ability of skills development by higher education students entering the marketplace.  The 
recent and historic attention in artificial intelligence and machine learning technology may have an 
impact on both a change in the demand for total positions and interest in technology-based careers. 
This research study will investigate the attitudes and perceptions of first-year college students over four 
academic years to determine changes, if any, are found.  The implications from this research will provide 

insight to both business organizations for recruiting as well as all educational institutions. 
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