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Abstract 

Demand for qualified information systems professionals continues to rise.  Additionally, over the past 

decade, enrollment in information systems-related educational programs has declined.  In order to 
understand why and to better understand how to position information systems undergraduate 
programs to recruit and retain students, this study provides a preliminary examination of the 
motivations of undergraduate students in choosing information systems as their major.  As part of the 
analysis, student motivations were directly compared to motivations of individuals currently in the 
profession.  Results indicate that students are highly motivated by a general love of technology. 

Additional motivating factors included job security and gratifying work provided by the profession. 
These factors closely mirrored those of individuals in the profession, providing additional insight into 
opportunities for positioning IS programs and enhancing curriculum to highlight why students chose 
the major.  Implications for future research, recruitment, and retention are provided.   
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